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When we share the best part of what we are with others
and bring out the best that they are, we reinforce our
purpose...and we’re all happy. —Randy Gilson

Being Good, organized by photographer Brian Cohen,
documents three transformational artists and thinkers
based in Pittsburgh who share their humanness and
employ their art to improve the lives of people living in
distressed neighborhoods. Being Good draws upon the
nuanced difference between doing good and being good.
Most people from time to time do some good. Being
good, though, penetrates deeper. Being good denotes
those individuals who, at the core, are driven to fashion
their own lives and artistic practice to interweave with the
lives of others. The work of Vanessa German, Bill
Strickland and Randy Gilson concretely affects people’s
reality, empowers individuals in their communities and
alters the neighborhood fabric.

Vanessa German, poet, performance artist and sculptor, is
photographed by Lynn Johnson; Bill Strickland,
ceramicist, educator and entrepreneur, is photographed by
Scott Goldsmith; and Randy Gilson, visual artist and
gardener, is photographed by Brian Cohen. Sorely needed,
especially in a splintered world rampant with examples of
inequity, Being Good confirms our capacity and desire to
strive for goodness.
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Randy Gilson, photograph by Brian Cohen

Vanessa German, photograph by Lynn Johnson

Artist Reception:
Thursday, November 10
6—8 PM

Entrance at 5738 Darlington Road, Squirrel Hill
412-521-8010 » Admission is free ¢ All are welcome

Gallery Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 5:30 aM-10 Pm
Friday: 5:30 AmM-6 PM

Saturday: 8 AM-6 PM

Sunday: 7:45 AmM-6 PM

Major funding for the American Jewish Museum provided by the Allegheny Regional
Asset Board, the Anna L. Caplan & Irene V. Caplan Fund of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Pittsburgh, the Robert C. and Gene B. Dickman Fund, Ira and Nanette Gordon
Curator Enrichment Fund, Edward N. and Jane Haskell Endowment Creative Projects
Fund, the Nancy Bernstein and Robert Schoen Fund, the Speyer Family Foundation
Endowment Fund, Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts, and individual support.



