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PITTSBURGH — It’s been one year since the Hamas terrorist attacks that started the war in Israel.

More than 1,000 people, including leaders from the Jewish community, packed Darlington Road in front of the JCC to remember and
honor the 1,200 people murdered during the terrifying Hamas attack exactly one year ago Monday.

“It’s a time of reflection and introspection,” said JCC CEO Jason Kunzman. “I also think that this is a moment in time where it’s really
important for our community to really come together to support one another. We at the JCC have an expression that we’re stronger
together.”
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Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023, marked one of the deadliest days in Israel when some concertgoers at a music festival were murdered or
taken hostage.

“It was the worst violence against Jews since the end of the Holocaust,” said Jeff Finkelstein, the CEO of the Jewish Federation of
Pittsburgh.

During the somber commemoration ceremony, the community stood shoulder to shoulder as one.

“We are all together as a family and we come together at moments like this to remember and support each other,” said Aviva
Lubowsky of Squirrel Hill.

Mihal Alon survived the Hamas attack. She’s an Israeli nurse who came to the event to share her gripping story from that fateful day.

Alon, her husband and eight of her 10 children were volunteering at a military base when Hamas terrorists stormed in.

“He looked me in the eye; he picked up his Kalashnikov and just shot me,” Alon said. “I was shot with three bullets, one in my
stomach, one here in my chest and one in my head.

Brian Eglash’s niece also survived the assault and still has family and friends living in Israel as the conflict in the Middle East spreads.

“Like the entire country, they’re still healing,” said Eglash, the Vice President of the Jewish Federation of Pittsburgh

Many people are hoping for peace.

“There’s not a person standing out there today that does not want to see peace,” Lubowsky said.

Two Jewish Pitt students who were attacked near campus last month closed the ceremony by saying the Prayer for the State of
Israel.
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LO C A L  N E W S

People in Pittsburgh gather for service remembering
Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel

By Jennifer Borrasso
October 7, 2024 / 11:23 PM EDT / CBS Pittsburgh

PITTSBURGH (KDKA) — The Jewish Community Center in Pittsburgh hosted a
service on Monday for those killed in Israel during the Oct. 7, 2023 Hamas attack. 
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About 1,200 people were killed one year ago Monday, and more than 250 other
people were taken hostage. It touched off the war in Gaza, leading to the deaths
of tens of thousands of Palestinians. 

On Monday at the JCC in Squirrel Hill, the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
remembered the lives lost. Jeff Lebovitz was at the service. 

"A lot of sadness for how it began and started what happened to all of these
people," Lebovitz said. 

A wife and mother of 10 and her husband visiting a military base not far from
Gaza described the horror of seeing a soldier who was guarding a doorway killed.
Then she came face to face with a Hamas terrorist. She was shot three times.

"I was shot with three bullets: one in my stomach, one here in my chest and one
in my hand," Mihal Alon said. "I was just thinking about my kids watching me."

More than 40,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to the Hamas-run
Gaza Health Ministry. And the violence has spread to Lebanon. 
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Rabbi Daniel Fellman of Temple Sinai blasted a joint statement released on social
media by Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey, Allegheny County Executive Sara
Innamorato and U.S. Congresswoman Summer Lee.

"Today is a day marking the largest killing of Jews since the Holocaust," Fellman
said. "To begin to politicize it, to begin to start saying that the massacre of
Palestinians misses the point entirely. And it says to the Jewish community, 'We
don't care that you are marginalized and we don't care."

"

Gainey responded to the rabbi's concerns. In a statement to KDKA-TV, he said, in
part:

"Our tears are abundant enough to mourn all of the lives lost, and our hearts are
big enough to care for all of those who continue to suffer because of this conflict.
And I fervently believe that we need one another to be safe. That is why
yesterday I joined with Congresswoman Lee and County Executive Innamorato in
amplifying the calls for peace being made by Palestinians, Israelis, and millions of
people of good conscience across the world. I will continue to prioritize safety,
equality, and justice for everyone, and to advocate for an end to violence and
hatred of every kind."

A spokesperson for Innamorato said they have no further comment, and KDKA-
TV did not hear back from Lee's office on Monday.
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In: Hamas Israel Pittsburgh

Jennifer Borrasso

Jennifer Borrasso joined the KDKA News team as a reporter in August 2019. Jennifer has
over 20 years of broadcast experience. Her news philosophy is simple: tell good stories.
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Some might be under the impression that once summer camps close for the season, the directors
kick back and relax, not thinking of camp until the next summer. This is far from the case - though
they may get to kick back a bit more - and most directors spend the entirety of the fall, winter and
spring getting ready for the next camp season.

The Columbus Jewish News reached out to four summer camps and spoke with Raeann
Cronebach, director of JCamps at the Jewish Community Center of Greater Columbus; Dave Devey,
director and owner at Falcon Camp in Carrollton; camp director Abby Solomon at Camp Livingston
in Bennington, Ind.; and camp director Aaron Cantor and assistant camp director Jamie Ridgeway at
Emma Kaufmann Camp in Morgantown, W. Va., but is operated by the Jewish Community Center of
Greater Pittsburgh.
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“There’s definitely a lot of both reflecting and evaluating, and then hitting the ground right away
planning for the next season,” Solomon, who grew up attending Camp Livingston, said. “First, we
take some time to evaluate our survey data, call families and get feedback so that we can, as
thoroughly as possible, debrief everything about the year.”

The “off season,” though truly never “off,” serves as a time for directors to both reach new campers
and stay in touch with returning campers. This can be seen as going to camp fairs, open houses,
synagogue visits and other marketing techniques.

“I think word of mouth is a huge piece of marketing for a lot of camps,” Solomon added. “You can
trust your friends to tell you the truth on if they had a great experience with this camp and why. And,
we really appreciate and support when our families are helpful, letting new families know why they
love camp.”

Once the metaphorical and physical doors close, Cronebach said JCamps starts preparing for the
next season right away.

“We’re still also educating ourselves,” Cronebach explained. “Where we have a wide connection of
various camps throughout the United States – whether they’re JCC camps or just Jewish camps –
that we do a lot of connecting with. We’re constantly on Zooms and different webinars and reading
articles on what other camps are doing to see what we can do.”

Jewish camps are important for Columbus-area kids because they’re often some of the only Jewish
students in their classrooms, Cronebach added.

“Camp is a year-round job,” she said. “Our families see 10 weeks out of the summer, but we’re
putting in the work all year-round.”
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Devey concurred camp is a year-round affair, and that in some ways, it’s often busier during the
actual camp season.

“This is when we fix things, build, create new projects, new improvements (and) put everything away
for the winter,” Devey added. “... You have a little bit of freedom of movement in the fall versus in the
spring, where you’re opening up and getting everything ready and there’s a big rush to get things
done.”

Community outreach and hiring seasonal staff are also a facet of the pre-season activities, Devey
said.

“We start our registration at the end of this month,” Devey continued. “We’re already beginning to
recruit and retain camper families for next summer. ... We’re actively emailing and writing personal
notes and staying in touch.”

When the campers return home after a summer at Emma Kaufmann Camp, the leadership team
stays to celebrate their success by “really being together” for one last time, Ridgeway said.

“The day after (we close), we open up registration for the following summer, which helps with the
sadness of camp being over when you’re seeing everybody wants to sign up again for a second
summer,” Cantor added.

While every summer is different, Ridgeway mentioned their camp staff wants to build on what they
already have.
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Kaitlyn Finchler

“Throughout the year, we are engaging with our families,” Ridgeway added. “We are in constant
communication; we do newsletters, as well as our events that we do throughout the year. ... Also, we
try to get our staff really engaged. Throughout the year, we go to different colleges or cities to do
staff dinners and see them, and show them that we support them and want to engage with them
year-round.”
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Markosek secures over $2.6 million in grants for local projects and
school improvements
Rep. Brandon Markosek    October 22, 2024 | 2:29 PM

MONROEVILLE, Oct. 22 – State Rep. Brandon Markosek, D-Allegheny, announced today more than $2.6 million in state funding to support
community and school projects throughout the 25  Legislative District.

"These grants will enhance the quality of life in our communities," said Markosek. "They will support improvements to our parks, repair roads, and
ensure that our schools and public spaces are safe and accessible. I am pleased to see investments on projects that are focused on creating a
safer, healthier and more vibrant future for our residents.”

The grants are provided through the Statewide Local Share Account and the Public School Facility Improvement Grant programs.

The following grants were awarded through the LSA program:

$250,000 for improvements to The Jewish Community Center of Greater Pittsburgh’s Family Park Center in Monroeville, which hosts a
summer camp for children with developmental disabilities. The funding will cover the renovation of the center’s Cove building, which houses a
dining hall and indoor activity space, to accommodate increasing enrollment and to meet the unique needs of campers.

$200,000 for renovations to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul’s thrift store in Monroeville, including replacing the HVAC system, a garage door
and the roof.

$700,000 for upgrades to Chicora Street Park and East Field Park in East McKeesport Borough. The Chicora Street Park upgrades include a
new safe playground surface, a new entrance gate, removing old playground equipment, and installing new equipment. The East Field Park
project includes repairs its retaining wall, re-leveling and replacing sod, and removing an old backstop.

$28,355 to purchase a new vehicle for North Versailles Township Sewer Authority for its public works department to maintain sanitary sewer
facilities in the community.

$47,319 to improve the sanitary sewer at the intersection of Broadway Avenue and Washington Street in North Versailles Township by
replacing pipe and a manhole.

$35,666 to demolish the Crestas Pump Station in North Versailles Township, which was abandoned after being damaged by a landslide,
creating safety hazards like fire risks and attracting pests or unauthorized individuals.

$48,398 for pipe and manhole updates for the Walnut Sanitary Sewer system in North Versailles Township.

$100,000 to excavate and reconstruct Brinton Avenue from 6  Street to the municipal boundary in Pitcairn Borough, including adding ADA
compliant curb ramps.

$212,000 to repair Monroeville Avenue from Penn Avenue to Lynn Avenue in Turtle Creek Borough.

$84,113 to replace the culvert along Wall Avenue in Wall Borough.

$133,044 to repair the driveway and retaining wall used by the Wilmerding Volunteer Fire Department to access its fire garage.

The PFSIG Program awarded funding for the following:

$305,175 to Gateway School District to replace deteriorating roofs at University Park Elementary School and Cleveland Elementary School in
Monroeville.

$500,000 to Plum Borough School District for the replacement of the high school roof, which has deteriorated and is prone to leaks that lead
to indoor water damage.

Funding from the LSA and PSFIG programs are administered through the Commonwealth Financing Authority, which is an independent agency of
the Department of Community and Economic Development that administers Pennsylvania’s economic stimulus packages.

###

House Democrats are committed to promoting better jobs, better schools and better communities. Putting people ahead of politics, House
Democrats are leading the charge to lower taxes, help workers save for retirement, put more teachers in local schools, and make communities safer.
More information on these successful efforts is at pahouse.com/deliveringforpa.
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